
New England Association of RC&D Areas Conference 
“Feeding Ourselves, Fueling Ourselves” 

 
DRAFT PROGRAM SCHEDULE 

 
Day  One   Thursday – October 28, 2010      
12:00 – 4:00  Registration & Exhibit Set-Up        

 2:00 – 2:45  Welcome & Opening Session  
   Pennington Geis – President, Berkshire-Pioneer RC&D Council 

John Guszkowski – President, New England Association of RC&D Areas (NEARC&DA) 
   Christine Clarke – Christine Clarke, State Conservationist, USDA-NRCS, Massachusetts 
 
2:45 – 4:00  Concurrent Training  

Measuring Economic Impacts of RC&D  
Meritorious Councils & Circle of Diamonds   

4:00 – 5:30  RC&D Coordinators Training Workshop 
   NERC&DA Business Meeting 
 
6:00 – 8:30  Reception & Dinner 
   Keynote Speaker – Ian Bowles, Secretary, MA-Exec. Office of Energy and Environmental  

Affairs (invited)  “Massachusetts Clean Energy Initiatives” 
 

Day  Two   Friday – October 29, 2010  
7:30 – 9:30  Registration 

7:30 – 8:30  Breakfast  
   National Association of RC&D Councils Update   
   National NRCS/RC&D  Update 

8:30 – 9:15  Overview of the Mass Farm Energy Program (MFEP) & Introduction of Partners  
   Jess Cook, Program Manager, MFEP, Berkshire-Pioneer RC&D Council – presenting/introducing: 
        Christine Clarke, State Conservationist, USDA-NRCS Massachusetts (MFEP funder & EQIP) 

     Scott Soares, Commissioner, MA Dept. of Ag Resources (MFEP funder& Ag Energy Grants) 
        Jay Healy, USDA- Rural Development, MA, CT, RI (Rural Energy for America  

          Program/REAP) 
        Richard Burke, Executive Director, USDA-Farm Service Agency (BCAP, Guaranteed Loans) 

     Bob Dvorchik, Supervisor, Commercial & Industrial Energy Conservation Programs, WMECO    
         (Utility Energy Conservation Audits & Incentives)           

 

9:15 – 9:30  Break  
 
9:30 – 4:30 Tour 1 - MA Farm Energy Program Tour  

(Both Bus 1 & 2 will visit same farms but at different times.) 
 

10:00 – 11:00 Bus 1: Overview of a greenhouse & nursery operation where vegetables and herbs are grown in 
the field, and potted and cut herbs grown in the greenhouse. Greenhouse energy efficiency 
audits were performed by MFEP and WMECO.  John Bartok, a MFEP Technical Assistant 
Consultant will describe the thermal recommendations  including thermal screens and 
horizontal air flow (HAF) and Bob Dvorchik, WMECO,  will describe the utility’s lighting 
recommendations.    



 
Bus 2: Overview of a 200 head/100 milker dairy that also processes and bottles their own milk. 
Local farm fresh milk in glass bottles is sold at their farm store and delivered to customer's   
doorstep.  An audit was performed by Jim Rutherford, Program Administrator 
Conservation and Load Management, WMECO, who will describe typical energy efficiency 
recommendations including variable speed drives, plate cooler, and heat recovery.  A 
photovoltaic project is also planned for this site.  
 

12:00 – 2:15  Lunch & Training at Red Apple Farm, Phillipston, MA  (Both Bus 1 & Bus 2) 
    Welcome & brief overview of the orchard operation, Al & Nancy Rose, farm owners  

Kathleen Merrigan, USDA-Deputy Secretary of Agriculture (invited) 
 
On-farm catered lunch  

   
Brief overview of Red Apple Farm wind turbine project and Wind & Photovoltaic Assessment 
Training will be provided by Nexamp, a MFEP Technical Assistant Consultant.  Topics to be 
covered include site conditions, system specifications, energy production, financial analysis, 
technical material developed for grants & rebate programs, photos of farm energy projects, and 
lessons learned about renewable energy on farms.  (The Red Apple wind project was funded by 
the MA-Renewable Energy Trust, REAP and MDAR Ag Energy Enhancement Program/AEEP.)  

    
3:15 – 4:15   Bus 1: Dairy  

Bus 2: Greenhouse  
 
9:50 – 12:00  Tour 2 - Walking Tour of UMass Biomass Central Heating Facility   

Box lunch provided. 
 
6:00 – 9:00  Awards Dinner Banquet & Auction 
   

Day  Three   Saturday – October 30, 2010    
    
7:00 – 8:00  Breakfast 

8:15 – 10:00  Concurrent Sessions 
   Feeding  Ourselves:  New England Local Food Initiatives 
   Fueling Ourselves:  New England Energy Initiatives 
 
10:00 – 10:15                   Break 
 
10:15 – 11:00  Conference Wrap-Up 
     
 
    
     
    


